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Transforming

unfit houses

A PILOT scheme designed to transform the “unfit”
homes of clder and more vulnerable Newham
homeowners has been launched,
Currently available only in Newham, if the equity
mnmm ive is successhul, it will be rolled out across
n.

i T
inahafing Mewham Council, 25 well as loan lirlmq:-lnﬂ.ﬁ- mil-

_l:hmu._h wﬁ:himkhmﬂm h%mhq.-
| Am'rmu' said the initiative imvalves home-
owners giving up o share of their in return for their

The homeowners 8o aot hand over any ihe

She added: “In the 1991 census, Newham was raied as the -
est borough in the whale of England and Wales and one of the defin-
coitenin was ibe sumber of cutside loilets still in use.
the 2001 consus, the situation : :
fy financial mewm%w
__bring thir hotoos up ko A decond wandand”
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mh: lollowing
year, the society was
wwarded fundiag by
ihe Honssing
Associatlions
Chanitable Trust o
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“Ii has been esti

mated that, by 2015,

the majorty of ;

bomeowners will ke EXCLUSIVE By SUSAN SMITH

a 60 years o sunan i thiueshameecondes oo ul

older, which has

miuurl:ﬂ lications for how they can continse to lve
reliremeni in well-malnkaned homes thai are warm

hhfﬂquiﬂ;

*ﬁlur-lwﬂmfmdht impmet of loins or grants tends o

be shom lived, because very few bomeomwners iate ihe need for
ive maintenance and even fewer carry st oul.

Urder the scheme, homeowners receive a free inspection and

fepart on their repair needs.
The socicty and its partners take on ibe responsibality of ensuring

No heating, light,
water or lavatory
- for two winters

ihat their homes are well lwbﬂml. i :
_0 will bemeli from updifi in tha value of tssir Boeme:

A TI-YEAR-OLD and her
daughter were forced to live
through two winters in a house
with no gas, electricity or water.
They had no heating or useable inside
bathroom. The Manor Park home wus
“freczing cold”, window frames were
“rotten’ and there was no back door.
There was mould in every room, plaster-
work was coming away from (he walls and,
in places, the esiling was falling down,
When standing in the kitchen, ithe todled
bow] in the bathreom above could be seen,
The hathroom was chearly unsafe, which
meant using the Yiclorian cutside 1oibet.
When ibe woman’s estranged hushasd
died, ke left iho howse, morigage paud, to

wnsh

By SUSAN SMITH

el Ay sewhom neonrelon ook

thewr daaghies, Bt the man had lived an iso-
Imied hife and in the four decades he had
lived im the kowuse, 1t had Esllen inlo o seTions
slake of disrepair. Sadly, nobody nisticed.

His estranged wife amd their daughter had
no chotoe — personal circumstances meant
they had 19 move i

They had to risk fire and cool on a camp-
img stove and use candles for hghang.

To use ihe outside toilet, the pair had o
take water | backets from the mains in the
strecl. They had to vizit Basi Ham baths to

Because the house was privately owned, nec
ihere was lifile the local council could do, so  walk-in shower so that the elderly woman did not have

eventually the persioner contacted Age

Rebuilding Socist

that part

1o climb the stairs.

@ (Clochise above) MP Stephen Timms owride the rransformed house with council and
mﬁmﬂwﬂm priov i the renovanion; Steplien Tiems ar the feumch ineidy the fowse

Concern Mewham, which put her m touch with Losdon

They armnged glr on mdependend valiation snd imde-
pendent survey 10 be carmied out oa the home,

The family’s health needs were assessed by occupa-
tional therapists from Newham Sccial Services, who

ammended of the kitchen be ghven over to a

Bazees; tee

and recover the percentage of equity they swapped from rising prop-
prices, it is said,
schome is aimed at bomeowners who are oo low or o
m:m ﬂlm‘ip;;ﬂm_m'«t"l_ﬁﬂ hnnfm}uvud:m
" meh 5 i . ieiiafcs
honssing acdaptations, “?. o
Referrals are made win bousing chanly Shelier, Mewhun Social
services, and Concern ‘The lasier also carries ouft an
initial bencfits and peovides an-going information, advice and
The scheme will also try to get homeowners to take fall sdvantage
of improvement grants svatlable, which coald reduce the amoun off
equity they nood 1o swap, if i sid
The redease of further equity 1o by mare home Bmprovemenis
and ather services, as and when they are required, can be mude avail-

Their central hesting and double glazing nesds wers
pasessed by cocrgy efficlency sogial cnbterprise
HelpCa,

A schedule of work was diown up and agreed with the
homerwner and work began &n January this year, The
majority of the building work has sow been dome, bhud
the house has nol vet been decoraicd.

It i= hoped it will be ready for the persioner and her
dmsghier 1o move inlo by Easter,




